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TEC Festival Orchestra

Sunday, June 7, 2015, at 15:00 (doors 14:30)
Kawaguchi Lilia 4F Concert Hall

2015%6R7H(H) 15:00/:& (14:30/3)
nogaxitery—-VU7 - 4Fga&m—IL

A

gg Tokyo Embassy Choir




Handel'’s

MessiaL

The 1789 Viennese version by W. A. Mozart
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Dr. Steven Morgan has served as Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of the choir since 1998. His musical
career spans nearly five decades and includes conducting choral ensembles in Illinois, Minnesota, British Colum-
bia and Japan. Since coming to Tokyo in 1995 he has taught both English and music classes at a number of
universities in the greater Tokyo area. He has also served as Director of Music at St. Alban's Anglican Church
(2001-2010), as Visiting Lecturer in Sacred Music at Tohoku Gakuin University in Sendai (2007-2008) and as
conductor of the Chiba International Singers (2010-present). In 2012 he helped form the Tokyo International
Children’s Choir.

Dr. Morgan is a founding member of the Rikkyo Institute of Church Music and served as core music faculty
member in Rikkyo University's Graduate School of Christian Studies from 2009-2014. This spring Dr. Morgan
joined the World Language Center and Graduate School of Letters of Soka University in Tokyo, where he teaches
in the MA program in Second Language Education.

Dr. Morgan also composes music for chorus and orchestra, with major works including Magnificat (2007), Sounds of the Winter (2007)
and In pace: A Requiem of Peace (2011) which had its world premiere in Tokyo in 2011 and its North American premiere in Denver,
Colorado, in 2012. A new composition for chorus, soloists and chamber orchestra entitled Seven Last Words on poems by Mark Strand will
premiere in Denver later this year.
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Tokyo Embassy Choir, formerly

known as the British Embassy Choir

Tokyo, was originally formed in the

late 1980s by Sir Stephen Gomersall

(British Ambassador to Japan 1999-

2004) who was at the time a member

of the diplomatic staff of the British

Embassy. The group was initially

known as the Ichibancho Singers.

After Sir Stephen'’s departure in the

early 1990s, the choir was taken on by

Sir John Boyd (British Ambassador to

Japan, 1992-1996), at which time its

name was changed to the Embassy Singers and the ensemble truly became a choral group within the British Embassy. Since then the
choir has spread its wings far beyond the serene surroundings of the British mission in Ichiban-cho to become one of the most success-
ful international choirs in Tokyo under the baton of its current principal conductor Steven Morgan. It is a “pro-am” choir, many of its
members have a formal music background. The choir has put on a great variety of concerts— everything from Bach to Broadway —and
has raised money for many different charities.
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Parking unavailable, please use public transport.
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Good wheelchair access.
FHFTCTABRIET. Tokyo Embassy Choir

We regret that only children aged six and older can be admitted. www.bec.ac
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